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TEXT:  1 Peter 1:3-9
THEME:  Wait a Minute!  Who Said Anything about Suffering?

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has 
given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven 
for you, who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the 
salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.  In this you greatly rejoice, 
though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.  
These have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even 
though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and 
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  Though you have not seen him, you love him; 
and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an 
inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls.   NIV

Dear Fellow Believers in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ:

The Christian faith, that our 15 youth confirmands are publicly confessing 
today, is different from any other religion in the world.  It is different because of 
the very nature of grace—God’s undeserved love.  Grace does not require 
works from us.  Grace is a gift from God.  We do not and could not ever have 
a chance of earning it through anything we could do.  On our own, we will 
never be worthy of heaven.  And even if we tried we would never measure up.

All the other religions of the world, every one of them, are based on doing just 
that:  earning one’s way into God’s presence, trying to live a life that is worthy 
of God.  But God tells us clearly that we cannot do that.  “All have turned 
away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does 
good, not even one" (Romans 3:12).  And as St. Paul was inspired to write 
to the Galatians, "We…know that a man is not justified by observing the 
law, but by faith in Jesus Christ” (Galatians 2:15-16).  Because we could 
not save ourselves through obedience to the law of God, God himself came to 
be our one and only Savior.  Jesus Christ lived a perfect life for us, died the 
death we deserved, and rose from the dead to assure us that our sins are 
forgiven and eternal life is ours.  Then God the Holy Spirit worked saving faith 
in us through the means of grace, the Gospel in the Word and Sacraments.  
So, God’s grace has even given us our saving faith.

What could be easier than that?  We like easy.  We crave easy.  Complicated 
and hard are not words we like.  Staples has made a lot of sales by making it 
easy to order office supplies from them.  I’m sure we’ve all seen their big ad 
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campaign featuring the “Easy Button.”  They even make it easy to buy these 
toys to remind people to buy from them.

By inspiration, in our text St. Peter reminds us of the wonderful things we have 
been given, the wonderful things we have because God gave them to us, 
wonderful things that nothing could be easier to have:  Praise be to the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 
fade—kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God's 
power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the 
last time.  That’s what we have right now as believers in Jesus Christ:  great 
mercy, new birth, a living hope, and an inheritance that can never perish, 
spoil, or fade.  All of us, including our youth confirmands have these wonderful 
blessings.  That’s awesome and easy!

But Peter goes on, by inspiration, to say:  In this you greatly rejoice, though 
now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of 
trials.  These have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, 
which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and 
may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  
WAIT A MINUTE!  WHO SAID ANYTHING ABOUT SUFFERING?  “Suffer 
grief in all kinds of trials…refined by fire.”  That doesn’t sound easy!  Well, 
guess what, it’s not!

But think about it.  What in this life, that is truly worth anything, is easy?  For 
example, marriage is not easy but it can be one of the most rewarding 
experiences in our earthly lives.  Unfortunately, those who expect marriage to 
be easy are not married for very long, and sadly, we have too many examples 
of that among us.  Being a parent is not easy, but it brings great joy along with 
great heartache at times.  Anything worth anything takes hard work.  Even 
when we play—soccer, football, basketball, volleyball, softball, baseball, golf, 
etc.—it takes hard work.  And through the work we find accomplishment and 
satisfaction.

Our saving faith is a gift of God’s grace, but living our faith is never easy.  Our 
salvation, forgiveness of our sins, and our eternal life are a gift, but living our 
saving faith takes work.  That means we must be willing to suffer.  Through 
the means of grace, God the Holy Spirit changes us from the inside out.  The 
Holy Spirit makes us believing children of God, who are different from the 
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unbelievers all around us.  Being different is never easy.  Today, you youth 
confirmands are ready to publicly confess your faith.  Each worship service 
here at Trinity, we all publicly confess our faith.  But are you willing to suffer 
for your faith?  Are you willing to have your faith tempered and sharpened by 
fire?  Are you willing to walk through fire for your Savior Jesus Christ?  We all 
answer with a resounding Yes!  Yes, I will suffer fire for my Savior Jesus 
Christ.  Great!  

Now let me ask you some tougher questions.  Will you continue to get up on 
Sunday morning to come and worship him, hear his Word, bring him your 
thankoffering, and receive his Holy Supper?  Will you say no to your friends 
when they want you to watch a movie with them that you couldn’t watch with 
Jesus?  Will you go against the trend in our society to take God’s name in vain 
by not saying, “Oh, my God!” or texting “OMG” as a flippant expression of 
surprise?  Will you keep your body pure, saving it for your marriage bed, the 
way God wants you to do?  Will you stand up for God and his Word when 
teachers and others mock the six-day creation, the virgin birth of Jesus, the 
resurrection of Jesus from the dead, the inspiration of Holy Scripture, and so 
on, or will you just keep quiet?  Do you see that living your saving faith is not 
easy?

Living our saving faith takes endurance and dedication, and sometimes
suffering.  We don’t suffer to be worthy of God’s love and redemption.  We 
already have that.  We suffer so that our faith can be refined—made stronger 
and more enduring.  We suffer because we are grateful for the gifts he has 
already given us.

Easy is nice occasionally, but easy never amounts to much, and it doesn’t 
produce an enduring or joyful faith.

Jesus loves each of us greatly.  He loved us enough to suffer our torture, to 
win our forgiveness and eternal life.  Now, in gratitude and love we are willing 
to put everything on the line for him—even if it means getting up early, missing 
out on some movies, and losing certain “friends.”  Living our saving faith may 
mean we suffer for a short time, but living as a child of God and continuing in 
saving faith makes it all worth it.  Amen.

—Pastor Richard D. Starr


